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Introduction
The article aims at identifying the significant precursors that lead to problem behavior. The challenge of changes in behavior has increased in recent times, especially for the school going children. Sometimes, parents and teachers are unable to control and manage the behaviors due to lack of information and relevant skills to handle some problems. Researchers state that identifying the precursors to specific problem behavior can help in finding the most appropriate ways of solving the problem. What are the ways of differentiating potential precursor response to be applied in a functional analysis using indirect and descriptive methods?
Impacts of the article
The article provides a detailed analysis of precursor behavior through functional analysis. The ways used to obtain the results included the study of a target behavior and hypothesized precursor behavior. According to further research, the use of the intervention in functional analysis is an effective way of managing the participants’ conduct. The study is remarkable because a variety of opinions from researchers were used in identifying the most appropriate methods in the analysis. The study was mainly intended to continue with the analysis from the previously provided findings by Borrero. The later study is crucial for my projects because it provided detailed and more accurate results compared to past studies.
Methods
The participants included an autistic ten-year-old boy. The assessment was done in a classroom, as the teachers explained their experience with Jay regarding his developmental delays. A functional analysis program was done in the room where a video camera was set for recording purpose. Two chairs that accommodated four students were also placed next to a table and the teachers were asked to proceed with their regular class activities as the analysis progressed. Head hitting was used as the target response. Sixteen respondents were involved in an interview to provide the precursor related to the child’s head hitting. Approximately twelve minutes were used for videotaping Jay’s behavior for detailed assessment. According to the authors, the results were reliable because they used a variety of potential precursors (Brandon et al., p698). The findings were also similar to those from the initial research.
Results and Discussion 
The results of both indirect and descriptive methods were a continuation of the previous analysis in determining the precursor response. The results from the rate of head hitting and finger biting were higher on demand condition. Similar maintaining consequences were observed in the functional analysis in target and precursor behaviors. The overall findings support both indirect and descriptive analysis methods. The findings suggested the use of clinical utility to reduce the risks that may occur on functional analysis of any extreme problem behavior.
Conclusion and Comments
Despite the similarities in the findings of the study with the previous research, the researchers should carry out furthers analysis and studies to determine the validity of indirect and descriptive methods. Though the majority of the respondents provided correct precursors, there were a few interviewees who provided different opinions. There have been concerns about the classification of secondary and tertiary precursor behavior, therefore, future research should focus on identifying whether the two behaviors are the same as the problem behaviors. The fact is that studying precursor behavior through functional analysis may not guarantee the elimination of problematic behavior.
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